
MRMC New Zealand Mudsnail Working Group  

Meeting minutes 

 

Meeting Date: 12/02/2021 

Present: Christa Reeves, Nancy Lawler, Paul Kenney, Bill McQuaide, Dwight Pederson, Keith Fritschie 

 

Reviewed the “Email distribution list”, additional interested parties added.  Contact info is still needed 

for some of the groups and people. 

 

New Jersey currently does not have an official invasive species plan.  The idea has been floated several 

times but the NJDEP has not acted. 

 

Federal funding is available for identified invasive species issues.  With NJ lacking any sort of plan, we 

are missing out on federal assistance. 

 

The NZM Management Plan could serve as a template going forward.  Christa stated our NZM plan may 

not drill down to the details required, but it could still serve as a high level template.   

 

Christa and Nancy will work on a letter to the NJDEP requesting action on the development of a plan!  

Nancy stated Lebanon Twp was also drafting a letter to the NJDEP. 

 

We reviewed the NZM poster destined for fishing and boating access points along the Musky.  Many 

good points were raised to enhance its effectiveness.  An interesting point was the color red is not used 

due to color blindness.   

Christa will make some revisions and distribute it to our group.   

 

Decommination Stations - Christa discussed with Fish and Wildlife (?)  I missed the name. 

F&W had concerns that freshwater was not constantly available at the stations.  The concern was the 

station water would become contaminated and subsequent users may get NZM on their gear from the 

station.  Christa was to follow-up with F&W for further clarification. 

 

We talked about the adoption of the stations by anglers.  Would they use them.  Are there other 

techniques?   

Freezing boots is not practical.   

Chemicals such as Spray 409 would likely not be used by many either.   

Are felt soles the primary culprit?  Further study would be needed.  Banning felt soles would be a 

pretty big deal. 

Paul sent a link to brush scrubbers for golf cleats.  Perhaps some type of brush off station could be 

used.  No water is needed.   

 

Christa is scheduled to speak to the NZM authority - Dr Leify??  Not sure of the name.   

 

Christa stated MWA would be partnering with Rutgers to do some genetic testing on the Musky NZM.  

This would show the origin of the snails and if they have genetically changed to become more tolerable 

of the NJ waters.   

 

Next meeting - Thursday January 6 2022   7PM-8PM 

 


