Musconetcong River Management Council: Meeting Minutes
Date: February 17, 2026 Time: 6:50 PM – 8:53 PM Location: Hybrid (Remote and In-Person at River Resource Center) 
Attendance
Attendees: Charlie Finneran, Nancy Roberts Lawler, Pam Bailey, Steven Wolfrum, Albert Krause, Sarah M. Bursky, Jamie Deangelis, Nathalie Negrete, Eileen Murphy, Cathryn Schaffer, Christa Reeves, Randy Gutwein, Jack DeGroot, Bill McQuaide, Bob Delpizzo, Albert Krouse, Courtney Fulton, Sharon Petzinger, Laura Tessieri, Beth Styler Barry, Maria J. Franco(guest), Jordan M. Henderson (guest), and Jim McMekin. 

I. Call to Order
· Flag Salute, Open Public Meetings Act Statement, and Meeting Protocols were all conducted.
II. Approval of Minutes
· The minutes from the previous meeting were presented for approval. 
III. New Business
· Watershed Planning Presentation: Christa Reeves provided a presentation regarding watershed planning updates. 
· Cooperative Agreement Funding Updates: * Annual funding increased from $210,000 to $220,000. 
· The additional $10,000 is allocated to lab supplies and a part-time seasonal Environmental Educator position to expand programming. 
· Positions for Communications Manager, Watershed Resilience Planner, Education and Outreach Manager, and Watershed Restoration Manager have been removed. 
· Hours are being reallocated among remaining staff , and some contractual funding for printing was moved to other areas as needed. 
· Language regarding invasive species was updated to be more generally focused rather than specifically on the New Zealand Mud Snail. 
· New language was added to include updates to the RMP, municipal outreach, Visual Resources Inventory and Management, water quality management, and zoning updates. 
· Special Projects: The National Park Service is looking to allocate $5,000 to $30,000 for "Special Projects". MWA plans to seek these funds for website improvements and expanding Wild and Scenic educational programming. 
· Highlands Forestry Plan: Lebanon Township recently completed their Forest Stewardship Master Plan. The Highlands Council is exploring interest in further alignment with the Highlands RMP, which could serve as a model for other watershed municipalities. 
· Education and Recreation Grants:
· MWA was selected for a second year of the National Parks Foundation Junior Ranger Angler Grant ($25,000). 
· Applications are pending for paddling program improvements through the Mohawk Canoe Club ($5,000) and the Kate Svitek Memorial Foundation ($15,000). 
IV. Development Updates
· Highlands Council Update: A status update was provided regarding current members and their respective terms. 
· Tinsley Site: The Greenwich Land Use Board met on February 12, primarily focusing on testimony from the traffic engineer. 
· Haberman Hampton: Sinclair Haberman requested a Letter of Interpretation on the site; MWA is currently preparing comments. 
· Roxbury Warehouse/Detention Center: National attention has turned to a facility in Roxbury that ICE is considering for a detention center. Potential sanitary sewer usage could increase from 11,700 gallons per day to 187,500 gallons per day for an estimated 1,500 detainees. 
V. Reports
· River Administrator Report: 
· Mill Updates: A Mill Committee has been recruited to address the future of how the council interacts with the historic Asbury Mill. 
· Shurts Road Bridge: The DEP is surveying the area surrounding the footbridge to resolve ownership questions before determining how the bridge is installed. 
· Education Trail: Opportunities to interpret lime kilns on the education trail are being explored. 
· National Park Service (NPS) Report: A report was provided on behalf of the National Park Service. 
· Municipal/NGO Reports: Updates were provided by municipal and non-governmental organization representatives. 
·  Mount Olive Township: Bob Delpizzo shared updates regarding municipal planning and watershed interests.
·  Warren County: Albert Krouse provided updates on county-level land use and conservation efforts.
·  North Jersey RC&D: Laura Tessieri highlighted collaborative regional conservation projects.
·  Franklin: Beth Styler Barry discussed ongoing restoration and partnership work within the watershed.
VI. Upcoming Events
· 2026 Annual Dinner (Signs of Spring): February 26, 2026, at 6:00 PM at Hawk Pointe Golf Club. 
· Annual Run for the River: May 3, 2026, at 9:45 AM. 
· Native Plant Sale: May 9, 2026, at the River Resource Center. 
· Camp Musky: July 6, 2026, through August 7, 2026, at the River Resource Center. 
VII. Public Portion & Adjournment
· Public Portion: Time was allotted for public comment. 
· Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 PM. 

